Advice on: “Fill in the Blanks” type of questions

These type of questions usually relate to a research paper where the presentation of a research paper is  followed by a critical appraisal with missing words or phrases.  They don’t really appear that often any more in the MRCGP exam.
Useful terms that may help you in these sorts of questions include:

Descriptive Words

Methods

· Sample Size

· Inclusion/Exclusion criteria = Selection criteria = case definition

· Outcome Measure

Results

· Response Rate

· Drop Out Rate

· Sensitivity/Specificity

· Positive Predictive Value/Negative Predictive Value

Interpretation

· Exposure

· Over diagnosis/ Under diagnosis

· Confounding Variables

· Recall Bias

· Observer bias/error

· Subject error/bias

· Technical bias/error

· Contamination

· Consistency

· Power of the Study

· Secular Trends (ie changes with time)

· Verification

· Applicability

· Conflicts of Interest

· Ethics

· References

Types of Study

· Randomised

· Observational

· Retrospective/Prospective

· Case Control (retrospective)

· Cohort (prospective)

· Cross Sectional Study (descriptive) = Prevalence Study

· Randomised Control Trial

· Meta-analysis

To  help you recall the appropriate term with ease when attempting such types of questions -
Become familiar with the words  - Read out the words to yourself several times and know what each of these terms mean.






























